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CERTIFICATION OF INABILITY TO MEET IN PERSON DUE TO  

COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY 

FOR STATE MINERAL AND ENERGY BOARD 

 

In accordance with Executive Proclamations JBE 2020-30 and 2020-33, issued by Governor John 

Bel Edwards on March 16, 2020 and March 22, 2020, respectively (and as amended and extended 

by JBE 2020-41), this notice shall serve as a certification of the Louisiana State Mineral and Energy 

Board (“Board”) inability to otherwise operate in accordance with the Louisiana Open Meetings 

Law as a result of the COVID-19 public health emergency. Pursuant to Section 4 of 30-JBE-2020, 

the Board will provide for attendance and quorum at its essential government meeting on April 29, 

2020, via video conference. In addition, under Section 2 of 33-JBE-2020, Governor Edwards ordered 

all public gatherings of ten (10) or more people to be suspended or postponed. The Board is 

composed of ten (10) members, not including the necessary staff to run regular meetings. It is 

essential for the Board to continue to operate because it must administer the state's proprietary 

interest in minerals by granting leases on state owned lands, has full supervision of all mineral leases 

granted by the state, and has general authority to take any action for the protection of the interests of 

the state under Louisiana Revised Statue 30:121 et seq. This is especially true as Board action may 

be necessary for the continued operation of certain aspects of the energy industry, which has been 

recognized as essential by the Governor in Section 3 of Proclamation No. 33-JBE-2020 and by the 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security, see https://www.cisa.gov/identifying-critical-

infrastructure-during-covid-19. Considering the foregoing, and in accordance with Proclamation 

Numbers JBE 2020-30 and JBE 2020-33(as amended and extended by JBE 2020-41), the Board’s 

meeting on Wednesday, April 29, 2020, at 10:00 a.m. will be held via video conference and in a 

manner that allows for observation and input by members of the public, as set forth in the Notice 

posted on April 22, 2020. 

 

_________________________________ 

 

 

 

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME, the undersigned Notary Public, in Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana this 20th day of April 2020 

 

_____________________________ 

Ryan M. Seidemann 

NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF LOUISIANA 

Notary Public No. 77139 

My Commission Expires at Death 



 
 
       JOHN BEL EDWARDS                        THOMAS F. HARRIS 
                  GOVERNOR                                        SECRETARY 
 
 

State of Louisiana 
 

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

OFFICE OF MINERAL RESOURCES 
 

STATE MINERAL AND ENERGY BOARD 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING  
April 29, 2020 

 
A Special Meeting of the State Mineral and Energy Board was held on 

Wednesday, April 29, 2020, beginning at 10:05 a.m. via Zoom. 
 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mr. W. Paul Segura, Jr. Chairman, called the meeting to order. 
 

II.  ROLL CALL 
 

He then requested Mr. Jamie Manuel, Assistant Secretary of the Office 
of Mineral Resources, call the roll for the purpose of establishing a 
quorum. 

 
W. Paul Segura, Jr., Chairman 

Carol R. LeBlanc, Vice-Chair 
Thomas F. Harris, DNR Secretary 
Robert D. Watkins  
Rochelle A. Michaud-Dugas 
J. Todd Hollenshead 
Thomas L. Arnold, Jr. 
Harvey “Ned” White 
Willie J. Young, Sr. 
Darryl D. Smith 

 
The following members of the Board were recorded as absent:  

 
Kyle “Chip” Kline, Jr. 

 
Mr. Manuel announced that a quorum was established. 

 
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
The Chairman led the Board in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
of the United States of America. 
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IV. DISCUSSION 
 

A discussion for the purpose of, among other things, implementing a process 
to address and grant relief to our lessees for lease maintenance issues caused 
by the Covid-19 virus and the historically low prices 

 
a. A discussion and presentation of a proposed Resolution on Moratorium 

on Enforcement  
 
b. A discussion and presentation of a proposed Resolution on Covid19 

Penalty Waiver 
 

After discussion of same and presentation of the proposed language of the 
resolutions brought before the Board, a request for public comment was 
made and the State Mineral and Energy Board heard from the following 
members of the public: 

 
Richard Kimberlin-Land Manager-TPIC 
David Seay-Land Manager-LLOX, L.L.C. 

Gifford Briggs-President-LOGA 
Tommy Smart-Onebane Law Firm 

 
Upon motion of Mr. Arnold, seconded by Mr. Harris, and a roll call vote of 
the Board, a resolution regarding a Moratorium on Enforcement was 
adopted by the Board. (Resolution No. 20-04-001) 
 
Upon motion of Mr. Arnold, seconded by Ms. Michaud-Dugas, and a roll 
call vote of the Board, a resolution regarding Covid19 Penalty Waiver was 
adopted by the Board. (Resolution No. 20-04-002) 

 
XI.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

The Chairman then stated there being no further business to come before the 
Board, upon motion of Ms. Michaud-Dugas, seconded by Mr. Smith, and a roll 
call vote of Board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:36 a.m. 

 
       Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 

 
      Jamie S. Manuel, Secretary 
      State Mineral and Energy Board 
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